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STUDIES AND SKETCHES BY SIR EDWIN LANDSEER, R.A. 



HE engraving on this page is from a small oil- 
sketch, one of several of a similar kind which 
have been lent to us for this series of papers. 
We have no clue to the locality represented, 
but the picture gives evidence of the painter's 
realism in the study of landscape. 
The ' Stag's Head,' a large but slight sketch 
in black chalk, is the property of Mr. Algernon Graves. This 
drawing is the study of the head of the stag in the painter's fine 
picture, ' The Sanctuary,' exhibited at the Ro3^al Academy in 
1842, and now belonging to her Majesty. Mr. A. Graves says, in 
his excellent catalogue of the works of Landseer, that the picture 




was painted for Mr. W. Wells, who paid the artist 100 guineas 
for it, but afterwards gave it up to the Prince Consort. Even in 
this rapidly dashed-off sketch of the animal's head, drooping with 
fatigue and with the sound of the dogs still echoing in its ears, 
there is as much real character as in the finished picture, of 
which there are no fewer than four different engravings, all of 
them varying in size. 

The next illustration, — we have given it the special title of 
' Mounting Guard,' — is called in the catalogue to which reference 
has just been made, ' A Dead Stag and Rough Hound, Inver- 
ness-shire.' The original sketch, from which our engraving is 
copied, was sold at the artist's sale for too guineas. There is 




A River in Scotland [182^).— F/vm the Sketch in the Possession of Fuller Maitland^ Esq. 



no evidence that Landseer ever made a painting of the subject, 
but it would appear that he lent the drawing to the late J. D. 
Harding, who introduced a lithographic print of it into his valu- 
able book for Art-students, " Elementary Art, or the Use of the 
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Chalk and Lead Pencil ;" employing it to illustrate the principle 
that, ''in Animals, where their hairy covering will not admit of 
being represented by continuous lines, such as are used in de- 
picting other objects, the lines, or strokes, besides distinguishing 
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the nature of that covering, should be so arranged as perfectly to i the same rule to the human form, stating that " it should never 
suggest the true Form underneath :" he had previously appUed | be so enveloped in Drapery as entirely to hide its proportions/' 







,S^\ 



Stag's Head (1842). — Lent by Algernon Graves^ Esq. 

Now in the two animals of Landseer's drawing, the living dog 1 we have as correct an idea not only of their forms, but also of their 
and the dead stag, by the side of which the former keeps guard, | skins, in a comparatively few lines and touches, as if the artist 




Mounting Guard (1828). — Lent by C. W. Mansel Lewis, Esq., Stradey^ Llanelly. 



had covered their bodies with his handiwork. The easy way in There are in existence a few etchings of domestic animals, 



which the stag lies on the sloping earthbank is so true that 
there can be little doubt of the sketch being made from nature. 



executed either by Sir Edwin himself or by his brother, Mr. 
Thomas Landseer, from sketches by the former when he was 
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quite a boy; that is, between the years 1809 and 1818. But he I must have made very many more studies than these, for we have 




A Short-horn Bull (1812). — Lent by George Gwmey, Esq,, Cn7nden Lodge, East Dulwich. 

had placed at our disposal, by Mr. George Gurney, of East I tion ; among them are two introduced here, the short-horn bull, 
Dulwich, a considerable number from which to make a selec- i and the pig and cow's head, both of them pencil-drawings. 




On the Beach at Hastmgs (1840). — Lent by H. TV. F. Bolckow, Esq., M.P. 

The young artist must have found the originals of these in some 1 We add another scene at Hastings to those given in earlier 
farmyard not far from the metropolis as it was in his days, j pages — a sketch executed with a pen, the shadows in sepia. 
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It may be called * A Study of Forms,' for it seems as if the fisher- 
men and fisherboys had arranged themselves in a variety of 



attitudes, as they sit or recline on the sunny beach, for the 
express purpose of serving as models for the artist : they could 




(^p ^ gy^XjCJ-Cfyr ^ 



Studies 111 the Farmyard (1810). — Lent by George Gurney, Esq.^ Camden Lodge, East Dulwich. 

scarcely have so placed themselves without some hint to that I without any apparent design ; and into what a picturesque 
effect. And yet how naturally each figure is disposed, and | group all the different materials of the composition are arranged. 




Ainong the Turnips (18 1 2). — Lent by George Gumey, Esq,, Camden Lodge^ East Dulwich. 

The last engraving is another of Landseer's very early studies ; I with pointing nose and uplifted tail gives unmistakable intima- 
the setter-dog has scented some partridges in a turnip-held, and | tion to the sportsman of their presence. J. D. 



